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It appears to me that the resolution of
the question whether ahmadis are muslims
or not may well be more fairly and
dispassionately decided by a secular Court
such as this than by some other tribunal
composed of the ologians. Certainly when
regard is had to the considerable number of
experts to be called and the considerable
valumes of testimony to be given by them,
this court may well be the most suitable
forum to deal with them and with their
evidence.
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One cannot deny the right of those who

are legaimately charged with the protection
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of the Muslim faith to seek to safeguard
what they consider to be the fundamental
and critical tenets of their faith and to
excommunicate someone whose
convinctions and beliefs are in opposition to,
ornot in conformity with those principles.
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Significant in this connection are the
following observations of Lord Davey in
Gemneral Assembly of Free Church of Scotland
and Others v Lord Overtoun and Others 1904
AC515(HL Sc) at 644!..5)

My Lords. | Disclaim altogether any right
in this or any other Civil Court of The realm
todiscuss the truth or reasonableness of any
of the doctrines of this or any other religious
association, or to say whether any of them
are or are not based on a just interpretation
of the language of Scripture, or whether the
contradictions or antinomies between
different statements of doctrine are or are
not real or apparent only. or whether such

contradictions do or do not proceed only
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from an imperfect and finite conception of a
perfect and infinite Being. or any similar
question.

See toolord Haishury LC at 613)
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